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Outline of the Construction Plan of the Social 

Credit System (2014-2020), 2014

RI is one part of social integrity. The document  

mentioned:

 Strengthening the education of RI

 Developing the commitment of RI 

 Exploring the establishment of credit evaluation 

system

-2020 RI: one part in building a social credit system

Source: website of The State Council of The People’s Republic of China 

http://www.gov.cn/zhengce/content/2014-06/27/content_8913.htm



Opinions on Advancing the High-quality 

Development of the Construction of the Social 

Credit System in Furtherance of the Shaping of a 

New Development Patter, 2022

RI is put in the first place among the relevant key 

areas. The document emphasizes:

 Implementing the commitment of RI

 Whole-process Examination in research activities

 Improving the awareness for RI

 Investigating and punishing the misconduct by law

 Cracking down black industry chain of paper sales

2022- RI: first place in the deployed key areas to 

build a social credit system

Source: website of The State Council of The People’s Republic of China

http://www.gov.cn/zhengce/2022-03/29/content_5682283.htm
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Top-level Design for RI

 Opinions on Further Strengthening the

Construction of Research Integrity, 2018

---- A programmatic document for China’s 

construction of RI

Source: website of The State Council of The People’s Republic of China

1. http://www.gov.cn/zhengce/2018-05/30/content_5294886.htm

2. http://www.gov.cn/zhengce/2019-06/11/content_5399239.htm

 Opinions on Further Promoting the Spirit of

Scientists and Strengthening the Style of Work

and Study Style, 2019

---- A directional document for Chinese scientists 

in making new achievements 

http://www.gov.cn/zhengce/2018-05/30/content_5294886.htm
http://www.gov.cn/zhengce/2019-06/11/content_5399239.htm


Legal Guarantee for RI

Law on Scientific and Technological Progress of the 

People's Republic of China (revised in 2021) 

 Officially propose the requirements for RI, the 

construction of RI and handling the breaches of RI 

from a legal perspective

 Clarify the legal responsibility for the breaches of RI

 Record of the breaches of RI is written into national 

laws for the first time

Source: website of Ministry of Science and Technology of 

the People’s Republic of China

https://www.most.gov.cn/xxgk/xinxifenlei/fdzdgknr/fgzc/flf

g/202201/t20220118_179043.html



Punishment Rules Defining for Breaches of RI

 Other policies in some particular 

stages and towards specified funders

Source: website of Ministry of Science and Technology of the People’s Republic of China

1.www.most.gov.cn/xxgk/xinxifenlei/fdzdgknr/fgzc/gfxwj/gfxwj2018/201811/t20181114_142753.html

2.www.most.gov.cn/xxgk/xinxifenlei/fdzdgknr/fgzc/gfxwj/gfxwj2022/202209/t20220907_182313.html

 Rules for the Investigation and 

Handling of Breaches of Research 

Integrity, 2022 ---- Main reference

 Memorandum of Cooperation on the 

Implementation of Joint Punishment for 

Responsible Subjects of Relevant Breach 

of Trust in the Field of Scientific 

Research, 2018 ---- Joint punishment 

across different organizations



Organization Supporting for RI

Governments Institutions Groups Others

Natural 

Sciences

Social 

Sciences

CASSMOST CAS Others

Most: Ministry of Science and Technology;

CASS: Chinese Academy of Social Sciences

Joint Meeting System for Departments of the 

Construction of RI

Source: website of The State Council of The People’s Republic of China

http://www.gov.cn/govweb/gzdt/2007-02/27/content_535028.htm
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Policy Implementation

 Implementation Measures for the Opinions on

Further Strengthening the Construction of

Research Integrity, 2019 CAS

 Other rules, measures and policies

Opinions on Further Strengthening the 

Construction of Research Integrity, 2018



Third level

Second level

First level

CAS Scientific Research Ethics Committee

 Director: ZHANG Yaping, who is Vice 

President of CAS and CAS Academician

 Members: CAS Academicians, experts in 

different research areas and the heads of 

related administrations of CAS

Organization Structure for RI Supervising

CAS President

CAS  Scientific Research Ethics 
Committee

CAS Office of the Scientific 
Research Ethics Committee

Joint Departments Meeting System of Research integrity

National Group for the Publicity and Education of Scientific 
Ethics and Academic Style

Institutional RI Committee

CAS Institution

RI Assistant

Local Branches of CAS
Related Administrations of 

CAS

Scientific Research Ethics 
Committee In Local branch  



Training

National Group for the Publicity and 

Education of Scientific Ethics and Academic 

Style

Level Audience Topic Media



2018：Reminder of avoiding common mistakes of 
authorship in academic papers

2019：Reminder of following ethical principles in 
biomedical research

2020：Reminder of avoiding common errors in the 
original records of research activities

2021：Reminder of honesty when publishing 
academic achievements in mass media

2022：Reminder of misconduct in the 
recommendation process of scientific awards

2021：Notice of following rules when referring to 
other works

2022：Notice of negative behaviors list of the 
authorship of academic works

Reminder



Supervision

Observe the article 

retraction

Analyze the retracted 

article

Investigate according to 

the rules

Review investigation 

procedures and results

Notification of 

investigation results

Monitoring the retractions

Regular  

inspections

Flight 

inspections

Expert Group

Monitoring research activities



Investigation

 Principles

• objectivity and impartiality

• professional prudence

• procedural transparency

• collective decision

 Procedure

• Three-level

• Two-line

Organize a special group and arrange 

on-site investigations

MOST organize experts to 

review the investigation process 

and results

Review Meeting of investigation

Launch the special investigation 

procedures
Have academic review meetings Meetings organized by the Joint 

Meeting System and announcement 

of investigation results

Submit the investigation report to the 

Joint Meeting System of 

Departments of RI

Director of 

CAS RI 

Committee

CAS Office 

of RI 

Committee 

Review 

meeting of 

investigation 

results

Investigation from 

the Local 

branches or 

related Bureau

Investigation 

from the 

institution

Investigati

on from 

CAS

Special 

investigat

ion
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